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NON-PARTISAN BUT HIGH-PROFILE
founded by former  Democratic Congressman Patrick 

Kennedy and leading Republican pundit  David Frum

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD
composed of more than 12 leading researchers,

professors,  and public health/legal  experts

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PRESS MENTIONS
including major  media outlets  such as The New York

Times, NBC News, Slate, BBC News, and FoxNews

SAM promotes 
an evidence- 
based 
approach to 
marijuana 
policy that 
prioritizes  
public  health



Collaboration
SAM has collaborated  

with  credentialed  and 

reputable  groups 

across the country

American Medical 

Association

American Academy 

of Pediatrics

National Business 

Group on Health

American Academy of 

Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry

Other leading public  health authorities



The False 
Dichotom y

OR Incarceration?Legalization



1  Penalizing
 drug users/
 $fgetkokpcnk|cvkqpҶ

2
Medicinal  use of 

compounds derived  
from  marijuana

3 Use, sales, production,  
and distribution

Three 
separate 

issues that  
often  get 
conflated



Ultra Potent 
Marijuana



Not this...



...but  this



Marijuana Has 
Become  
Significantly  
More Potent 
Since the 
1960s, 70s,
80s, and 90s

average of 3% 

to an average 

of nearly 20% 

THC

2008

18-23%
2021

Marijuana Plant 
Potency
From an

8.9%

55.7%
2017

95-99%
2021

Concentrate
Potency

4.7%
2008

El Sohly Ocjoqwf"C"gv"cn0"ҵC"Eqortgjgpukxg"Tgxkgy"qh"Ecppcdku"Rqvgpe{"kp"vjg"WUC"kp"vjg"Ncuv"Fgecfg0Ҷ"
doi: 10.1016/j.bpsc.2020.12.016. Cannabis Policy: Public Health and Safety Issues and 

Recommendations. Caucus on International Narcotics Control, United States Senate,



Butane Hash Oil (BHO)

"Budder"

"Green Crack" Wax

Hash Oil Capsules
"Shatter"

"Ear Wax"

Marijuana is 
pqv"ҵlwuv"c"
rncpvҶ"
anymore

Derivatives 
contain up to 99% 
THC



"A dangerous  
drug"

Former U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams warns 

against marijuana use by pregnant women, teens:

ҵVjku"kupҲv"{qwt"

oqvjgtҲu"

marijuana; the 

marijuana of today 

is significantly 

more rqvgpv0Ҷ



"[M]arijuana is, in  
fact,  addictive"

ҵWhat we know is that  marijuana is 

in  fact addictive... this may come as 

a  surprise to some people... We 

don't  at this point have high -

quality  evidence that tells us that in 

fact,  marijuana is both safe and 

effective  for  use for  medical  

purposes."

ҵRwdnke"rqnke{"ku"qwvrcekpi"uekgpeg"
when it comes to  marijuana.

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy 

July 27, 2017





900,000 versus 15 million

Times as many daily 
users now vs 1992 

(12 years old +)

10

= 100,000

NSDUH



Why this 
matters

Source: Caulkins based on NSDUH

Daily and Near- 
Daily (DND) Use  

is much more 
common

Percent of past -month users 
who consume daily or near daily

marijuana

alcohol



A new kind of 
consumer: 

Drinking 33 
cappuccinos 

to get 65x 
caffeine  in one 

20 oz Cola

Caulkins, 2019


