WWW.LEARNABOUTSAM.ORG
WWW.GOODDRUGPOLICY.ORG

Marijuana:
What You Need to Know

Kevin A. Sabet, Ph.D.

Foundation for
Drug Policy
Solutions

Smart
Approaches to
Marijuana

r

preventing another big tobacco



SAM promotes
an evidence-
based
approach to

marijuana
policy that
prioritizes
public health

NON-PARTISAN BUT HIGH-PROFILE

founded by former Democratic Congressman Patrick
Kennedyand leading Republican pundit David Frum

SCIENTIFICADVISORYBOARD

composed of more than 12 leading researchers,
professors, and public health/legal experts

HUNDRED3OF THOUSANDSOF PRESSMENTIONS
Including major media outlets such as The New York

Times, NBC News, Slate, BBC News, and FoxNews
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Collaboration

SAM has collaborated

with credentialed and
reputable groups
across the country
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American Medical
Assoclation

National
Business
Group on
Health®

National Business
Group on Health

American Academy
of Pediatrics

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
CHILD ¢y ADOLESCENT
PSYCHIATRY
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American Academy of
Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry

Other leading public health authorities
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The False

Dichotomy
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Legalization (R Incarceration?




Penalizing drug users/
Th ree "decriminalization”

A separate Medicinal use of
ISSUEeS that e compounds derived
from marijuana
often get
conflated

Use, sales, production,
and distribution
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Ultra Potent
Marijuana
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Marijuana Plant

Potency 18-23%

From an 2021 Mar”uana HaS
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More Potent

Potency
4.7%
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"GreenCrack" Wax
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Derivatives
contain up to 99%
THC

"Shatter"

Hash Oil Capsules
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Former U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams warns M . > (‘s‘
against marijuanause by pregnant women, teens: -
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TRwdnke"rgnke{
when It comes to marijuana.

TWhat we know Is that marijuana is
In fact addictive... this may come as
a surprise to some people... We
don't at this point have high -

v
quality evidence that tells us that in 11 I\/I - -
fact, marijuana is both safe and a.r IJ u an a. I S y
effective for use for medical AgURTH"

purposes.” - fa
L
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy 0 a

July 27, 2017 " el
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“When it comes to youth, | worry that there
is a perception that marijuana is completely
harmless in children.

Our data tells us otherwise.

Our data tells that in fact a portion, a substantial minority, of peopl use
marijuana will actually develop an addiction to marijuana. Thatnumber is

significantly higher among youth.

When kids also have underlying mental health cnditions,

the impact of marijuana use can also be more significant.

And, so, | worry Senator about the messages we may send that say this is ‘utterly harmless’ and
‘there’s no problem here’. We need to be responsible in how we téach our kids aboutimarijuana. |
think how we talk to families about marijuana use and | think health care providers also need to be

empowered to have these conversations early on as well as teachers&a
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U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy
February 2022




versus 15 million

10

Times as many daily
users now vs 1992
(12 years old +)
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Why this
matters

Daily and Near-
Daily (DND) Use
IS much more
common
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A new kind of
consumer:
Drinking 33
cappuccinos

{0 get 65X
caffeine In one
20 oz Cola
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